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insecurity and poisoned relationship between the classes. It will
check the progressive decay of our villages and lay the foundation
of a juster social order in which there is no unnatural division bet-
ween the 'haves' and the fihave-nots! and everybody is assured
of a living wage and the right of freedom. And all this would
be accomplished without the horrors of a bloody class war or a
colossal capital expenditure such as would be involved in the
mechanization of a vast continent like India. Xor wcuid ii entail
a helpless dependence on foreign imported machinery or techni-
cal skill. Lastly, by obviating the necessity for highly specia-
lized talent, it would place the destiny of the musses, as it were,
in their own hands."160 In short, the new plan is r.n invaluable
step towards a self-supporting, non-violent, democratic social
order, free alike of exploitation and social or class L^i.*eds.16!

In 1944 Gandhiji suggested that the scope of basic educa-
tion should be extended and that it should become "liceially
education for life". Thus it should include pra-basic, post-basic
and adult education. It should extend from the moment r* child
is conceived to the moment of death. Now the cbjeci. of the
Hindustani Talimi Sangh, which had been confining its?!f to
primary education, is to work out the programme of national
education for life through manual activity and handicrafts.
According to Gandhiji, education at all stages should be self-
supporting, that is to say, in the end it should pay its expenses
except the capital which should remain intact. Education at
all stages should be imparted through the medium of the provin-
cial language and should find its way to the homes of the
students.

Gandhiji considered the present university educe,tio.i to be
unsuited to the real requirements of the country. The vast
amount of the so-called education in arts was sheer v;aste. It
destroyed the mental and physical health of the students and led
to unemployment. It did not fit people for independence but
only enslaved them. It should be remodelled and brought into
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161 The plan of basic education has been accepted by the Union and State
Governments in India and is being worked out in the Stales of India. But
the plan as worked out in States is mostly craft-biased and net crafc-based.
Unlike GandhijTs plan, it does not make some basic productive craft the
medium of education. It also ignores the principle of self-sufficiency.
P. G.-21